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Welcome to St James, the parish Church of Bulkington. Thank 
you for joining us today, whether you are in the building or 
participating from home. We are very glad to be with you.  
 
Today’s service of Commemoration and Thanksgiving 
celebrates the connection with those who have gone before us in the 
faith of Christ. The Church lives out the good news that death is not 
the end, but a beginning of a new life in Christ, in continuity with the 
life we have already lived. Perhaps this year, more than any other, we 
need to hold on to this hope. 
 
We are following Government and Church of England 
guidelines to ensure that we have the safest possible experience of 
being with each other for our worship. Please care for yourself and 
others by: 

- Maintaining a 2m distance from others 
- Sanitise your hands 
- Wear a face covering, unless exempt from doing so. 
- Follow the directions of the ministers and stewards, and sit in 

places marked with a green tick. 
 
This service is being filmed so that as many as would like to can 
be part of our worship. The camera will only focus on those 
contributing to the service.  
 
There will be no collection plate passed around today, 
but please give generously to support St James. You can 

- Leave a cash donation (including brown envelopes) in the plate 
provided on your way in or out of Church 

- Join the Parish Giving Scheme (please 
speak to Rev Charles about this) 

- Online at https://tinyurl.com/y5o6gncq 
(the QR code will take you to this page)  

- Make an electronic donation via bank 
transfer or standing order. 
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The Gathering 
 

The Greeting 
 
The minister welcomes everyone to the service and introduces these opening 
words: 
 
I have the Lord always before me 
All: He is at my right hand, and I shall not fall. 
 
Show us your mercy, O Lord: 
All: And grant us your salvation 
 
For with you is the well of life 
All: And in your light shall we see light. 
 

Music for Reflection – Be Still My Soul 
 

sung by the Choral Scholars of St Martin-in-the-Fields 
 
 
1 Be still, my soul: the Lord is on your side; 
 bear patiently the cross of grief and pain; 
 leave to your God to order and provide; 
 in every change he faithful will remain. 
 Be still, my soul: your best, your heavenly friend 
 through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 
 
2 Be still, my soul: your God will undertake 
 to guide the future as he has the past. 
 Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake, 
 all now mysterious shall be clear at last. 
 Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know 
 his voice, who ruled them while he dwelt below. 
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3 Be still, my soul: the hour is hastening on 
 when we shall be for ever with the Lord, 
 when disappointment, grief and fear are gone, 
 sorrow forgotten, love's pure joy restored. 
 Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past, 
 all safe and blessèd we shall meet at last. 
 
‘Stille, meine Wille; dein Jesus hilft siegen’ Katherina A D von Schlegel (born 1697)  
tr Jane L Borthwick (1813-1897) 
 
We have come together to remember those whom we love but see no 
longer.  
We come to give thanks for their lives and to commend them again to 
the love of God. 
We come also to renew our faith in God’s love and to remind 
ourselves of the victory of Christ, who conquered death and opened 
God’s kingdom to all believers.  

 
 

Confession 
 

You raise the dead to life in the Spirit: 
Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
 
You bring pardon and peace to the broken in heart: 
Christ, have mercy. 
All: Christ, have mercy. 
 
You make one by your Spirit the torn and divided: 
Lord, have mercy.  
All: Lord, have mercy. 
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Absolution 
 

May almighty God have mercy on you,  
forgive you your sins,  
and bring you to everlasting life. 
All: Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Word  
 
We share our Bible readings together.  
 

Revelation 7:9, 13-17 
 
After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, 
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before 
the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their 
hands. 

13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, ‘Who are these, robed in white, 
and where have they come from?’ 14 I said to him, ‘Sir, you are the one that 
knows.’ Then he said to me, ‘These are they who have come out of the great 
ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. 

15 For this reason they are before the throne of God, 
    and worship him day and night within his temple, 
    and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 
    the sun will not strike them, 
    nor any scorching heat; 
17 for the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their shepherd, 
    and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’ 
 

This is the word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God. 
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Matthew 5:1-12 

 

When Jesus[a] saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, 
his disciples came to him. 2 Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

3 ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

4 ‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

5 ‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

6 ‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled. 

7 ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

8 ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

9 ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

10 ‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. 

11 ‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds 
of evil against you falsely[b] on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets 
who were before you. 

This is the word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God. 
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Music for Reflection – Sometimes a Light Surprises 
 

recorded remotely by the Choral Scholars of St Martin-in-the-Fields in their 
homes,    and edited together. 

 
1 Sometimes a light surprises 
 the Christian while he sings; 
 it is the Lord who rises 
 with healing in his wings: 
 when comforts are declining, 
 he grants the soul again 
 a season of clear shining, 
 to cheer it after rain 
2 In holy contemplation, 
 we sweetly then pursue 
 the theme of God's salvation, 
 and find it ever new. 
 Set free from present sorrow, 
 we cheerfully can say, 
 ‘E’en let the unknown morrow 
 bring with it what it may’: 
 
3 It can bring with it nothing 
 but he will bear us through; 
 who gives the lilies clothing 
 will clothe his people too: 
 beneath the spreading heavens 
 no creature but is fed; 
 and he who feeds the ravens 
 will give his children bread. 
 
4 Though vine nor fig-tree neither 
 their wonted fruit should bear, 
 though all the field should wither, 
 nor flocks nor herds be there, 
 yet, God the same abiding, 
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 his praise shall tune my voice; 
 for, while in him confiding, 
 I cannot but rejoice. 
 

 
William Cowper (1731-1800) 

 
 

Sermon 
 

Time of Reflection – God of Hope and Lord of 
Healing – Margaret Rizza 

 
While we listen to the music, we have an opportunity to bring our prayers to 
God. 
 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
 
 (O) God of hope and Lord of healing, we come to you in prayer. 
 In our living and our dying, you promise to be there. 
  

For the weak we ask your courage, and your patience for the    
strong; 
 stay with those whose pain is sharpest and those enduring long. 

Refrain 
 

 O provide for all the weary your precious gift of sleep; 
 with the glad let us be joyful, and weep with those who weep. 

Refrain 
 
Come to meet your praying people, be with us as we kneel; 

 come to help us, God our Saviour, for you alone can heal. 
Refrain 

 
 



	   9	  

 
Christopher Idle 
© Christopher Idle/Jubilate Hymns Ltd 
 

Prayers 
 
We are led in prayer and our prayers end with the Lord’s Prayer: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Commemoration and Thanksgiving 
 
You, Christ, are the King of glory, 
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All: the eternal Son of the Father 
 
You overcame the sting of death 
All: and opened the kingdom of heaven to all 
believers 
 
You are seated at God’s right hand in glory 
All: we believe that you will come to be our judge. 
 
 
Come then, Lord, and help your people, 
bought with the price of your own blood; 
and bring us with your saints to glory everlasting. 
 
Father of all, 
by whose mercy and grace 
your saints remain in everlasting light and peace: 
we remember with thanksgiving 
those whom we love but see no longer; 
and we pray that in them 
your perfect will may be fulfilled; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
 
The names of those who have died are read and candles are lit in 
their memory. After each group of names, we use the following 
prayer: 
 
Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord 
All: and let light perpetual shine upon them. 
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Once the names have been read out, we continue to give thanks for 
our loved ones while some music plays. 
 

A Gaelic Blessing – John Rutter 
 

sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
 
Deep peace of the running wave to you, 
Deep peace of the flowing air to you,  
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you, 
Deep peace of the shining stars to you, 
Deep peace of the gentle night to you, 
Moon and stars pour their healing light on you, 
Deep peace of Christ, the light of the world to you, 
Deep peace of Christ to you.  
 
William Sharp (1855-1905) 
adapted by John Rutter 
 
After the music, we pray: 
 
Hear us, O merciful Father, 
as we remember in love 
those we have placed in your hands. 
Acknowledge, we pray, the sheep of your own fold, 
lambs of your own flock, 
sinners of your own redeeming. 
Enfold them in the arms of your mercy, 
in the blessed rest of everlasting peace, 
and in the glorious company of the saints in light. 
Amen. 
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Music for Reflection – Lord of All Hopefulness 
 

sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
 
1 Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 
 whose trust, ever child-like, no cares could destroy, 
 be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 
 your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 
 
2 Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 
 whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe, 
 be there at our labours, and give us, we pray, 
 your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 
 
3 Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 
 your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace, 
 be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, 
 your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 
 
4 Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 
 whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm, 
 be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, 
 your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 
 
 
 
Jan Struther (1901-1953) 
© Oxford University Press 
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The Blessing 
 

The minister prays a prayer for God’s blessing, to which we all 
respond: 
 
All: Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material 
from which is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. 
 
Common Worship: Times and Seasons, material from which is included in this 
service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2006. 

 
 


